
The Move to California 
In  1942,  Herbert  Jordan traveled  to  California  without  his  immediate 
family to find employment. His mother and his brothers Art, Eddie, and 
possibly Chuck and sister Francis had been in California for a number of 
years. Herb had recently been unemployed in Chicago and he must have 
liked it there as he decided to move. In early 1943 his wife, who was still 
in  Chicago  fell  on  the  ice  and  broke  her  leg.  Herb  returned  from 
California to take care of her as one son was in the Army Air Force, 
another about to be and the other working. In the fall of 1943, it was time 
to move from their 6934 S. Throop St. home in Chicago and he hired a 
moving company to pack up their goods and ship them to California. By 
January 13, 1944 the goods had not yet arrived. 

Herb  then  wrote  the  following  letter  which  has  been  transcribed  for 
easier reading. Following the letter is the Moving Company packing list 
and then Herb’s handwritten personal checklist of what was moved. The 
letter is probably a copy of his original so that he had a copy of what he 
wrote.  Hence the cryptic inside address.  On the heading of the letter, 
possibly Holly, is Holly Holinshead, the husband of his sister Frances, 
along with part of an address. As many of us do with the changing of the 
year, he wrote the wrong year for January. I corrected the January 13 
1943 date to 1944.

Dave Jordan

4/22/2010

Original Document Location: Green metal box at Tim Jordan’s



Geil Movers January 13, 1944

Holly 1411

Spring

1629 [can’t read]

Miller,

On Oct. 30, 1943, Geil Mover’s furniture truck called at 6934 So. Throop 
St. and picked up furniture and household goods and took same to your 
warehouse. 

At that time, [the] man who packed [the] dishes and that was in charge 
was told to send [the] furniture immediately and you were to insure same 
as per my conversation in your office with your [can’t read] an additional 
all coverage insurance to the extent of $2000. I had not heard from you 
and on Dec. 13, 1943 I sent a telegram and on Dec. 17, 1943 received 
your answer by mail stating [the] furniture would be sent immediately.  
To date January 13, 194[4], one month latter I have heard nothing with 
regards [to] this shipment from you. 

By return mail, I would like an explanation to the delay in this shipment, 
also my copy of insurance coverage additional [can’t read] on same and 
if it has already been shipped, copy of waybill and itemized weight of 
same and to what furniture warehouse company same will be shipped 
care of. 

Yours truly,

H. Jordan

Geil Delivery

North Hollywood

California

Sent Air Mail

Reg and R.R.1

Then follows:

1. General Movers, Inc Inventory for 10/30/1943 move from 6934 
S. Throop, Chicago

2. Two pages of handwritten checklist of items moved written by 
Herbert Jordan. It is interesting to see the list of items that were 
shipped.

 Registered and Return Receipt1












